
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Class Secretary 
James R. Latimer III 

 
Class Treasurer 

Phelps T. Riley 

Yale University 
Class of 1968 50th Reunion 

May 31–June 3, 2018 
 

50th Reunion Book 
 

April 2017 
 

Dear 1968 Yale Classmate: 
 

Our 50th Reunion (May 31-June 3, 2018) is only a little more than a year away. But now 
it is time to turn your attention to the 50th Reunion Book to be delivered to everyone 
(free of charge) next year. 

 
The 1968 Reunion Book will be bigger, more beautiful, and packed with more 
information, than anything the class has ever produced—provided that all of you 
contribute. The invitation to be a part of this book starts now. 

 
The vehicle for uploading your personal information is the elegant new 1968 Class 
Website (https://yale1968.org). It has a portal on the upper left through which you 
enter the separate Class Book site, which is password protected. 

 
Like the 10th and 25th Reunion Books, the 50th Reunion Book will have individual 
information updates and personal essays of up to 500 words. These will constitute the 
heart and soul of the book, along with an In Memoriam section containing profiles of 
deceased classmates collected by the indefatigable Neil Berkson. Neil is communicating 
separately with many of you to honor those we have lost. 

 
What you write in your personal essays is up to you. Ask yourselves what you would 
most like your classmates to know—it’s your opportunity to summarize your life; reflect 
on Yale; describe your hopes, accomplishments, or disappointments; or remark on an 
event of decisive influence. You will have a chance to review any editing we propose for 
clarity, grammar, syntax, etc. 



The book website will also pose a question: How has the Vietnam War shaped your life? 
Under a “remembrances” tab, you can pay a brief tribute to one or more deceased 
classmates. Finally, please answer the questions in a survey that Chip McGrath and your 
editors compiled for your amusement and edification. Ignore the ones that tick you off. 
The answers will be kept anonymous. 

 
Directions for Submitting Information and Essays 
Access the website (https://yale1968.org) and click on the link “50th Reunion Class 
Book” in the yellow box at the top of the home page. (It’s user-friendly, but if you can’t 
navigate the web, let one of us know.) 

 
(1) Log In 

Sign in using your unique Yale five- or six-digit ID number located at the top of the 
enclosed 50th Reunion Contact Information Form, as well as on the upper left corner of 
the label of your copy of the Yale Alumni Magazine (YAM). Then choose an online user 
name and password that you can use at any time to return to review and edit your input. 
[If you want, it can be the same ones you use for the Yale Online Alumni Directory 
(OAD) and the separate YAM username and password.] But do keep your Class Book 
username and password handy! 

 
(2) Reunion Book Input 

Tabs 1 and 2 (Personal and Family): Review your online profile, making any necessary 
changes, and complete the blanks regarding career, activities, spouse, etc. If you choose 
not to make your changes online, you may make them on the forms enclosed with this 
letter and return them in the enclosed envelope. For reasons of time and expense, 
however, online updates are preferred. If you do not update your information online or 
return the forms by mail, we will only be able to include your name, address and email, 
which may be out of date. Other information, such as your spouse/partner’s name, will 
not appear in the book. 

 
Tab 3 (Photos): Provide a recent, high-resolution photo of you, preferably with family or 
friends, to be included in the book. The upload process is like attaching a file to an email. 
Once the photo is uploaded, please add a caption. If you cannot or prefer not to use the 
email approach, send your photo in the enclosed envelope; write your name and caption 
on the back. 

 
Tab 4 (Groups) lets you identify the groups at Yale to which you belonged. 

 
Tab 5 (Essay): You can compose your essay on a computer document, then copy it and 
paste it into the designated box. Or you can directly input your essay online. The 
program will limit you to about 500 words. If you do not or cannot upload your essay to 
the website, type it on a clean sheet of paper and include it in the enclosed envelope. 

 
Tab 6 (Questions): Briefly answer the question about the Vietnam War. 



Tab 7 (Remembrances): Locate and remember deceased classmates using the drop-down 
box. 

 
(3) Take the Survey 
The survey can only be filled out online, but you can do so in multiple sessions. Your 
answers will be saved and editable until you complete it by clicking “Submit” on the last 
page. The answers will be kept anonymous. Chip McGrath will write an essay based on 
the survey responses. 

 
* * * 

 
You can obtain technical help by clicking on the link on the Class Book website below 
Step 1. Email Steve Weisman or others in the list below for questions. 

 
We all hate deadlines, but they are a necessity. Our deadline is October 15, 2017. 
College reps will be following up with you between now and then. We hope to mail the 
book next spring, well in advance of the Reunion. 

 
Thank you! Best wishes! And have fun! 

 
Steve Weisman, Class Book editor, sweisman@piie.com 

Neil Berkson, In Memoriam editor, hnb.y68@lang.net 

Chip McGrath, survey editor,  mcgrath@nytimes.com 

Don Kimelman (donkimelman@gmail.com); Don MacGillis 

(dmacgillis9995@gmail.com); Tom Herman (rthomasherman@gmail.com), individual 

essay editors 

Frank Gallinelli (fgallinelli@gmail.com), Class of ’68 webmaster 

Bill Baker (bakwilliam@gmail.com), 50th Reunion Chair 

Rick Sperry (OverCable@aol.com), 50th Reunion Co-Chair 

Jim Latimer (jlatimer@att.net), Class Secretary 

Mike Riley (mriley@WoodBridgeConsulting.net), Class Treasurer 
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